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GOOD PRACTICE: Cheer
(above) says she used to
hum songs to herself on
the way to school. --
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'Loneliness made me sensitive'
Taiwanese singer credits lonely childhood for songwriting skills

March 15, 2009   

AMERICAN poet Maya Angelou once wrote that music allowed her to 'crawl into the space
between the notes and curl my back into loneliness'.

For Taiwanese singer-songwriter Cheer Chen, it's a sentiment
that rang true while she was growing up in Taipei.

Raised by a single parent, loneliness played a pivotal role in
shaping her into the maverick craftsman of folk rock we know
today.

'I had a pretty alienated childhood, as my mum was the super
strict sort. She didn't allow me to watch television or play rowdy
games,' said Cheer, 33, in an interview with local reporters
recently.

'Other kids in the neighbourhood would be playing hide-and-
seek and I'd just hide in a corner to steal peeks at them.'

Looking radiant with long, flowing tresses, she was in town to promote her new album,
Immortal, as well as her upcoming concert at the Singapore Indoor Stadium on 4 Apr.

She also attended the Singapore Entertainment Awards celebration party on 7 Mar, where
she picked up the Best Lyrics (Regional) Award for her song Failure's Flight .

'There was a long road I had to take to go to school and I remember humming songs to
myself as I trudged down that same path every day,' she said with a laugh.

'But in a way, it was precisely my childhood that shaped a large part of who I am.

'I tinkered a lot on the piano and learnt to live with myself. Loneliness cultivated a sensitive,
emotional side to me, which aided in my future song-writing greatly.'

If you're wondering where she gets the inspiration for her lyrical songs, it could be from as
diverse as a beautiful Monet painting ('I was on holiday in Paris and this work of art touched
me so much, I just stared at it, captivated for a long time') to a tough personal experience ('I
wrote the song Fish - her first single in Immortal - after being severely ill for weeks').

Though she tends to give the impression that she is soft-spoken and easy-going, there is
a latent streak of rebelliousness in her.

She shared how as a college student, she insisted on studying philosophy as her major,
despite her mother's objection.

'My mum felt philosophy was impractical, she wanted me to take economics, but I was
simply put off by numbers,' she said.

'To show that I was firm and would stand by my decision no matter what, I shut myself in
my room for days, refusing to eat or drink, or talk to her at all.

'She realised I was unhappy and had no choice but to give in eventually.'

Unconventional

The rebel in her continues to pop out from time to time in the course of work.

One of her most haunting songs, Sentimental Kills, contains a conspicuous four-letter
word and she is known for not censoring herself during live performances of the song.

She is coolly unconventional too, in the way she records her albums.

Unlike artists who prefer the comforts and familiarity of a recording studio, she has done
recordings in odd, offbeat places, such as the Taipei Station, the zoo and more recently, in
her own wardrobe!

With a grin, she said she and her producers chose the wardrobe as it 'would give us a
clean, warm sound'.

'It's actually fun and refreshing, just that I had to get used to the heat and slight stuffiness,
because obviously, there was no air-conditioning.'

Fans looking forward to her concert next month can expect a performance just as
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electrifying, if not more, than her previous gig at The MAX Pavilion here two years ago,
which had a record-breaking total of five encores.

'That's the spontaneous side of me, I can get quite reluctant to leave the stage when I see
everyone still high and energetic.'

FYI

WHAT: Cheer Chen 'The Sun' Singapore Concert 2009

WHERE: Singapore Indoor Stadium

WHEN: 4 Apr, 8pm

TICKETS: $148, $128, $108, $88, $68 from www.sistic.com
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